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Catholic Social Teaching Statement

Mission Statement

We are a Catholic Sixth Form dedicated to the education and development of the whole person, so
that all students can realise their full potential.

To achieve this as a community we will:

Provide the highest standards of teaching and learning.

Expect students to show commitment to their studies and the Christian values of the Sixth
Forms.

Provide equality of opportunity, with mutual respect'and positive encouragement.

Build and further develop a partnership with parents, schools, parishes,

higher education, employers and the local community.

Value staff and support their professional development.

In doing this we will reflect Christ’s teaching in the life and work of the whole Sixth Form.

Catholic Social Teaching (CST) permeates throughout Christ The King (CTK) Sixth Forms. It is our moral compass, guiding
us on how to live out our faith in the world. Our faith calls us to love God and love our neighbours in everything we
do. Staff and students are encouraged to put the needs of those less fortunate than themselves at the centre of all
they do.

We encourage students to actively work as a community, to stand in solidarity with their brothers and sisters and to
have peace at the centre of all they do. CST is deeply embedded in the ethos, culture, and curriculum of Christ the King
Sixth Form College, shaping how students understand their role within both their local community and the wider
world.

The college emphasises making meaningful connections between education and real-life experiences, fostering a
holistic approach to student development. CST, described by CAFOD as “rooted in Scripture, formed by the wisdom of
Church leaders, and influenced by grassroots movements,” serves as a moral compass that guides individuals in living
out their faith.

As an inclusive Sixth Form, we welcome students of all faiths and none into our loving Catholic community. Following
in the footsteps of Christ, we come together as a community, living by the commandment, ‘Love one another, as | have
loved you’. All students at Christ The King take part in our highly successful 10:10 lesson each week, which takes
inspiration from the quote from the teaching of John 10:10, ‘/ have come so that they may have life and have it to the
full’.



CSTis rooted in scripture, shaped by the wisdom of church leaders, and influenced by grassroots movements. It serves
as our moral compass, guiding us on how to live out our faith in the world.

The seven key teachings we follow are:

e Dignity

e Solidarity

e The Common Good

e The Option for the Poor

e Peace

e Creation and the Environment
e The Dignity of Work

Embedding Catholic Social Teaching at Christ the King Catholic Sixth Form College

Christ the King Sixth Form College is rooted in the principles of Catholic Social Teaching (CST) the dignity of the human
person, the common good, solidarity, the option for the poor and vulnerable, participation, and stewardship of
creation. These values are not taught in isolation but are woven through every aspect of Sixth Form life, forming the
moral and spiritual foundation for all students, regardless of their background or pathway.

Whole-College Ethos

At Christ The King Sixth Form College, our whole-college ethos is rooted in Gospel values and the principles of Catholic
Social Teaching, shaping a culture of respect, service, and justice that permeates every aspect of sixth form life. Our
mission calls us to recognise the dignity of each person, to build inclusive and compassionate communities, and to act
with integrity and fairness in all our relationships.

Collective worship, liturgical celebrations, and regular opportunities for prayer and reflection invite both students and
staff to deepen their spiritual lives and respond to the needs of others with empathy and solidarity. These moments
of shared faith help foster a sense of belonging and purpose, encouraging all members of our community to live out
their beliefs through action.

Staff across the college model CST in their daily practice through inclusive teaching, equitable support, and a
commitment to the wellbeing and flourishing of every student. The ethos of care and justice is reflected in policies and
interactions that prioritise human dignity, promote the common good, and ensure that every learner feels valued and
supported.

Through our Curriculum

e Alevel programmes integrate CST through debate, critical thinking, and moral reasoning especially in subjects like
Philosophy, Sociology, Politics, and English.

e Vocational and T Level pathways connect professional ethics with CST encouraging students to see work as a form
of service and contribution to society.

e Industry placements provide opportunities to reflect on dignity, justice, and the value of human work.

e Careers and enrichment encourage students to think about how their studies prepare them to act for the common
good beyond college.



Through Wider Learning

Catholic Social Teaching is actively lived out through a rich and diverse wider curriculum that encourages students to
serve others and care for their communities. Opportunities such as volunteering locally, reading to children at nearby
nurseries, leading peer mentoring and prayer groups, and engaging in respectful debate all help students to grow in
compassion, leadership, and solidarity. Many students take part in charitable initiatives like the Christmas Appeal,
fundraising for causes aligned with CST values, and environmental stewardship activities such as litter picking. Notably,
some students continue their work experience placements beyond the required period, choosing to support elderly
members of their parish through social groups and companionship. These acts of service reflect a deep commitment
to human dignity and the common good, helping students to live out the Gospel call to love their neighbour and to
experience life to the full, as inspired by John 10:10.

Through our 10:10 Lessons

At Christ The King Sixth Form College, our 10:10 lessons embed Catholic Social Teaching. We cultivate a safe, inclusive,
and respectful learning environment where the dignity of every student is honoured, recognising each person as
created in the image and likeness of God (Genesis 1:27).

Our distinctive 10;10 programme, undertaken by all members of the sixth form community, provides meaningful
engagement with the seven principles of Catholic Social Teaching. Through thoughtful exploration of contemporary
issues and current affairs, students are encouraged to reflect, discuss, and respond with compassion and critical
insight.

Students uphold the dignity of work and the values of solidarity and community. Inspired by the words of Jesus in
John 10:10 “I have come that they may have life and have it to the full” we strive to nurture the whole person,
empowering each learner to flourish in faith, knowledge, and service.

Through our Alumni

At Christ The King Sixth Form College, our alumni play a vital role in nurturing the next generation of learners,
embodying the principles of Catholic Social Teaching long after their time at the college. Former students regularly
return to share their experiences, offer mentorship, and lead workshops that inspire current learners to pursue their
goals with purpose and integrity. Whether supporting university applications, career pathways, or personal
development, alumni contribute to a culture of solidarity and service. Their continued involvement reflects a
commitment to the dignity of each individual and the common good, helping students to see the value of community,
compassion, and giving back. In doing so, they model the Gospel call to serve others and live life to the full (John
10:10), reinforcing the ethos that learning is not only about personal success, but about making a meaningful
difference in the lives of others.

Oscar Romero Award

We are proud that CTK has achieved stage 2 of the Oscar Romero Award, this prestigious recognition affirms our
commitment to living out Catholic Social Teaching in practical and transformative ways. The award celebrates our
efforts to nurture students as agents of change, inspired by the example of Saint Oscar Romero, and to stand up for
justice, peace, and the dignity of all.



As part of the validation process, the award report highlighted:

“It is clear that the college has a wide range of policies which support Catholic Social Teaching, including the Equality,
Diversity and Inclusion, Behaviour, Social Action, and Environmental Policies. All these enable the college to embrace
the principles of CST. In particular, the Social Action Policy, which is at the heart of the Sixth Form, encourages all to be
active in supporting worthwhile causes in the local community and beyond, and focuses on putting faith into action
whatever the background of students or staff. It is clear that CST principles are also being promoted through the daily
Prayer and Reflection led by tutors and in the General RE programme 10:10.”

The Oscar Romero Award helped CTK embed CST deeply and meaningfully, ensuring that every member of the
community is empowered to live life to the full — echoing the words of Jesus in John 10:10: “I have come that they
may have life, and have it to the full.”
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